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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FACTS  ABOUT  PALMERDALE  HOMESTEADS 


Official  Name:  Palmerdale  Homesteads 

5  Location:  In  Jefferson  County,  Alabama,  20  miles  northeast  of  the  City 

of  Birmingham. 

History  of  Project:  Initiated  by  the  Division  of  Subsistence  Homesteads  of  the 

Interior,  the  project  was  transferred  to  the  Resettlement 
Administration,  May  15,  1935.    Unit  A,  consisting  of  60 
homesteads,  was  completed  December  3,  1935,  and  Unit  B, 
consisting  of  42  additional  homesteads,  was  completed  dur- 
ing the  early  months  of  1937,  making  a  total  of  102  home- 
steads in  the  community. 


Purpose  of  Project :  The  Palmerdale  Homesteads  project  was  designed  to  raise  the 

standard  of  living  of  such  low-income  industrial  and  cleri- 
cal workers  of  the  Birmingham  district  as  were  selected  for 
occupancy,  through  home  production  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  their  food  requirements. 

Project  Description:         Approximately  700  acres  are  included  in  the  project  site,  a 

large  percentage  of  which  is  cleared  land  most  suitable  for 
gardening,  fruit-raising,  and  pasturage.    A  typical  homestead 
includes,  first,  a  good,  substantial,  livable  house  of  four, 
five,  or  six  rooms,  constructed  of  the  best  obtainable  mat- 
erials, and  with  simple,  clean  lines  adapted  from  the  most 
beautiful  examples  of  native  Southern  small-house  architec- 
ture.   The  exterior  of  the  house  is  covered  with  redwood 
siding,  cedar  shingles  or  brick  veneer.     It  is  completely 
insulated  against  heat  and  cold  and  underpinned  with  brick 
or  stone  piers  and  curtain  walls,  which  are  capped  with 
metal  shields,  ensuring  complete  protection  against  termites 
and  dry-rot.     Interior  walls  are  plastered,  or  maybe  pine- 
paneled.     Running  water  in  the  kitchen  and  bathroom  is  pro- 
vided by  an  automatic,  electrically  operated  deep  well  pump. 
The  house  is  heated  by  a  circulator  in  the  central  hall  and 
fireplace  in  the  living  room.     Sewage  disposal  is  taken  care 
of  by  a  septic  tank  and  absorption  field.     Upon  the  home- 
stead is  also  a  compact  barn,  which  houses  under  one  roof 
the  homesteader's  automobile,  cow,  chickens,  farming  imple- 
ments, and  feed.     Chickens  yards  and  cow  pastures  are  well 
fenced,  with  steel  fence  ftosts  for  permanence.     Last,  and 
most  basic,  is  the  land,  averaging  three  and  one-half  acres 
to  the  individual  plot. 
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A  fireproof  community  building  is  being  erected,  containing 
a  combined  auditorium  and  gymnasium,  meeting  rooms,  library, 
kindergarten,  and  shops  for  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  activities.    A  community  shopping  center  is  also  un- 
der construction,  which  will  be  operated  by  an  association 
of  the  homesteaders,  and  will  assist  in  marketing  surplus 
produce  such  as  poultry,  eggs,  dairy  products,  garden  truck, 
fruit  and  berries. 

The  Homesteaders:        Approximately  sixty  percent  of  the  homesteaders  are  employed 

in  the  industries  of  the  Birmingham  district,  while  the  re- 
maining forty  percent  represent  a  variety  of  occupations, 
such  as  salesmen,  government  employees,  automobile  mechanics, 
newspapermen,  bookkeepers,  street  railway  employees,  etc.. 

Since  the  majority  of  families  living  on  the  project  have 
farm  background  and  almost  all  have  experience  in  the  culti- 
vation of  kitchen  gardens  before  and  during  the  depression, 
intense  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  organization  of  an 
agricultural  producers'  cooperative.     This  action  is  an  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  homesteaders  to  eliminate  the  expen- 
sive features  of  independent  cultivation  of  general  crops  and 
homestead  maintenance.     The  chief  saving  in  this  plan  is 
through  group,  rather  than  individual,  ownership  of  live- 
stock and  farm  equipment. 

During  the  planting  and  cultivating  season  an  agricultural 
meeting  is  held  each  week,  when  problems  of  agriculture  and 
more  scientific  methods  of  cultivation  are  discussed.  Out 
of  this  have  evolved  other  organizations,  such  as  the  Garden 
and  Home  Demonstration  Clubs.    A  childrens'  theatre,  a  Boy 
Scout  troop,  and  a  number  of  recreational  clubs  have  been 
organized.    A  medical  cooperative  to  retain  a  physician  and 
nurse  on  the  project  is  far  along  in  its  organization,  and 
at  present  a  credit  union  is  being  discussed  by  homestead 
families.    A  branch  of  the  County  Library,  supplemented  by 
books  from  private  donors,  is  a  valuable  community  asset. 


